GOD All WISE
“OH, THE DEPTH OF THE WISDOM & KNOWLEDGE OF GOD!” (Romans 11:33)

How would you like to know everything?
I had a professor in college that was a history professor. He had his doctorate in the period of history between the Revolutionary War and the Civil War in American History.
	He had his own 20,000 volume library on just that period of history. I helped him move when I was in college and his library shelves filled a two car garage.
	His knowledge of that period of history (which covered 90 years) was amazing but he was not a good teacher. He had great knowledge but lacked the ability to effectively relate his knowledge to the students. He actually had a hard time relating to the students.

	Having great knowledge is one thing. God is omniscient which means he possesses all knowledge but that is not the same as wisdom. 

	My oldest brother is very intelligent but at times lacks common sense.  He has book smarts but that doesn’t always translate to making wise decisions with how he lived.
	My brother was a terrible driver. He has totaled at least three cars. I remember one time we were on our way to get ice cream in the summer. On the way my brother hit some gravel did a complete 360 with the car. The car hit bunch of grass along the side of the road, the hubcap flew off, and he jumped out of the car, threw the hubcap back into the back seat of the car, and kept on driving without saying a word to me.
	He acted like this was a normal occurrence. While I am sitting in the passenger seat terrified speechless.
		So tonight, I want to talk about wisdom. Our God is not only omniscient but wise.

I.	Wisdom & Knowledge
	A.	Wisdom & knowledge are related but distinct from each other.
	B.	Knowledge is to possess the facts.
	C.	Wisdom is the ability to achieve the best ends with the facts.  Wisdom is the ability to make good decisions based on the knowledge available.
	D.	Because God is not bound by time, He is able to determine the end from the beginning, acting within time with perfect awareness of outcomes.
	E.	You begin to see how wisdom resides with the One who holds all knowledge.  He is able to combine His knowledge and choose wisely every time.  His wisdom is perfect.
	F.	While we grow in wisdom as we mature, God is infinitely wise, and His wisdom never waxes or wanes.
	G.	His wisdom transcends human wisdom by an infinite distance.  “For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength.” (I Cor. 1:25)

	H. 	Scripture Affirms the wisdom of God
		1, Rom. 11:33 “Oh the depths of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God. How unsearchable his judgments and his paths beyond tracing out.”
		2. Rom. 16:27  He is called “the only wise God”
		3. Job 9:4  he is called “wise in heart”
		4. Psalm 104:24 God’s wisdom is seen at creation.
“In wisdom you have made them all, the earth is full of your creatures.”
II.	Wisdom & Folly
	A.	While wisdom is maturity, it is not a guaranteed gift of the aging process.  It is possible to live long and still be a fool.
	B.	Because we are designed to live in community with others, a life spent in folly always affects more than just the individual.
	C.	When we live with wisdom, it serves not just to benefit us but also the greater good.  It allows us to live at peace with one another. (James 3:13-18)
	D.	Folly seeks to serve self alone, but wisdom is humble and thinks about others.
	E.	Left to ourselves, we call folly wisdom and vice versa.  Paul warned the Corinthian church about this. 

Read I Cor. 3:18-20.
“ Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the standards of this age, you should become “fools” so that you may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is written: “He catches the wise in their craftiness”[a]; 20 and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are futile.”
 
	F.	We love to deceive ourselves into believing that in choosing self, we have chosen rightly.
	G.	Worldly wisdom is not just a lower form of wisdom.  Worldly wisdom is not wisdom at all. 


		James 3:13-18
“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.”


 Note the contrast James makes between the two:
	Worldly Wisdom
	Godly Wisdom

	1.  Self-promotes
	Elevates others

	2.  Seeks the highest place
	Seeks the lowest place

	3.  Avoids mirror of God’s Word
	Submits to mirror of God’s Word

	4.  Trusts in earthly possessions
	Trusts in treasures in heaven

	5.  Boasts
	Slow to speak

	6.  Says trials will crush you
	Says trials will mature you

	7.  Says temptation is no big deal
	Says temptation indulged leads to death

	8.  Says “Seeing is believing”
	Says “Blessed if don’t see & yet still believe.”



	H.	While James wants us to be able to distinguish and avoid worldly wisdom, he is eager for us to ask God and receive Godly wisdom. (James 1:5)

III.	Asking for Wisdom
	A.	In I Kings 3, we find King Solomon doing exactly what James instructs.
	B.	He is a young king, and God tells him He will grant whatever he requests.  Faced with the classic genie-in-the-lamp scenario, Solomon asks not for power or riches but for wisdom to discern good from evil so he can govern wisely.  And God grants his request.
	C.	Next, Solomon is faced with a dilemma to discern whose baby belongs to two different women both claiming the child is theirs.  Solomon calls for a sword to come & cut the baby in half.  As the real mother cries out, “No”, Solomon has identified the real mother, and as a result, God’s wisdom is displayed in his ability to seek justice. (I Kings 3:28)
	D.	How often do we have all the knowledge that we need?  We just need to exercise the knowledge that we possess & act wisely in obedience.

In James 1:22, we read, “Do not just to be hearers of the Word (know what it says) and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.” 

	E.	As a result of Solomon’s wisdom, God granted him riches & power because that was not what he requested.  They came as a by-product of his wisdom.
	F.	God grants us knowledge and wants us to mature so we exercise that knowledge to make wise choices.  Imagine if you constantly went to your parents and asked them what you should wear today and what you should eat even though you are 18 years old.  By that age, you should possess all the knowledge you need and now use that knowledge to make wise choices.
	G.	Wisdom is a mark of spiritual maturity.  
Read Hebrews 5:12-14.
“In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil.”
		1.	Maturity is not just because you possess knowledge.
		2.	Maturity is a result of applying your knowledge so that you can distinguish between good & evil, between right & wrong.
	H.	Are you becoming mature in your faith because you are developing your own convictions and putting them into practice in your life?
		1. This is knowing what you believe and why. This is not just saying I believe it because Mom and Dad do, but because I believe it for these reasons. 
		2. Imagine going off to college and someone asks you, “Why do you believe that Jesus is the only way to God?” You can’t say, “Because that is what my church believes, or that is what my youth pastor said.”
		3. Wisdom is knowing the truth, why you believe like you do, and living it out based on the truth.
	I.	Are you being transformed in your thinking so you see the world with a Biblical worldview and living accordingly?

IV.	Keep asking for wisdom
	A.	Solomon started out fearing God but toward the end of his life, he feared man more than God.
	B.	In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells His disciples to ask, and they would receive. (Matt. 7:7-8) He wasn’t talking about receiving material things but spiritual resources like wisdom.
	C.	We need to live a life of constant dependence upon God if we are to live a life of wisdom.
	D.	We don’t read the Bible and think we are all set any more than we eat a meal and think we don’t need to eat any more.  Hebrews 5:14 is by “constant use” we become mature, by constant application of God’s Word we grow. 

	E.	We need the constant intake of God’s Word that helps us to discern the thoughts & intentions of our own hearts. (Heb. 4:12) In seeing our own sin, we develop a right reverence (fear) of the Lord.  And wisdom begins to be formed in us. 
Prov. 9:10
 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”

	F.	When God points out our sin, we are wise as we turn from it.  The most basic act of wisdom is confession and repentance. 
		Confession is to agree with God about our sin.
		Repentance is to ask for forgiveness with a desire to turn away from sin and begin to do what is right.
	G. 	How can we grow in wisdom?
		1. We need to desire to please God no matter the situation 
		2. Then know God’s Word so we know what truly does please God. 

Psalm 19:7 says, “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.”

	H.	It is not a coincidence that a lack of discernment and a neglected Bible are so often found together.
	I.	If any is weak & foolish, we need to turn our eyes upon Jesus who became for us wisdom from God. 

1 Cor 1:26-31
“Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
	The reality is that apart from Christ we are all fools but thanks be to God that now that we are in Christ we are wisdom and begin to practice wisdom with His help.
	J.	Solomon stopped asking.  May that not be true of us.

Conclusion:
God is all wise. He always knows what is best and always does it. 
God desires for us to be wise. “The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” Prov. 1:7
We are only able to be wise as we learn to live in a dependent relationship with God.

Solomon started out in humility and wisdom and was blessed of God. But toward the end of his life, he stopped depending upon God. He thought he could manage on his own and it had disastrous results. 

Application
1. Do you believe God is all wise and always acts wisely?
2. When circumstances of life don’t make sense to you, will you trust that God knows what He is doing?
3. Are there areas in your life that you have struggled to surrender to God and have been trying to do it your way? Will you confess that to God and repent, seeking His forgiveness?
4. Do you desire to please God? Are you spending time daily in God’s Word so you know what He desires and allowing Him to empower you to do it through Christ?

Small group questions
1. Would you consider yourself to be wise? Why/ why not?
2. Which of the following list would you say best describes you?

	Worldly Wisdom
	Godly Wisdom

	1.  Self-promotes
	Elevates others

	2.  Seeks the highest place
	Seeks the lowest place

	3.  Avoids mirror of God’s Word
	Submits to mirror of God’s Word

	4.  Trusts in earthly possessions
	Trusts in treasures in heaven

	5.  Boasts
	Slow to speak

	6.  Says trials will crush you
	Says trials will mature you

	7.  Says temptation is no big deal
	Says temptation indulged leads to death

	8.  Says “Seeing is believing”
	Says “Blessed if don’t see & yet still believe.”



3. Do you struggle with trusting an all wise God with your life? Why/why not?
4. Do you desire to please God with your life? What do you do if you don’t know what it looks like to please God?
5. How can you apply this lesson to your life this week?
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