DEVELOPING PERSONAL CONVICTIONS

REVIEW:
    We have been doing this series, “God’s Word for Daily Living.” We have been talking about
how to make decisions. We said there are three steps. We start by looking at the:
	1. Prohibitions of scripture
	2. Principles and truths of scripture
	3. The Way of Wisdom/ spiritual expediency

If the Bible doesn’t prohibit it, and you have considered applicable principles from scripture,
then the goal is to ask questions that help you make the best decision to advance God’s kingdom.
    Unfortunately, we are often tempted to ask, 
	“How far is too far?” or 
	“How close can I get to the edge before I am sinning?”

I would suggest the questions that we should be asking are:
	“What will bring the most glory to God?” or 
	“What will most help advance God’s kingdom?”	

Last week we looked at 11 questions to ask to help you make wise decisions in areas that the
bible doesn’t give you specific instructions.

INTRODUCTION:
	Within this series on “God’s Word for Daily Living” I want to talk to you about “Developing Personal Convictions.”

How many of you ever have doubts about what you believe and why you believe it?  What do you do with your doubts?

I want to suggest to you that asking questions of your faith because you are sincerely looking for answers is very important.  Why?
1)	It helps you figure out what you believe, which strengthens your faith.
2)	It helps you to be able to defend your faith when skeptics ask.

For example, let’s say you are staying overnight at a friend’s house, and they want to watch an inappropriate movie. You know your parents wouldn’t approve and your friends press you about what you think about it, what would you tell them?

What I want to do is give you a plan to help you think through issues like this, so that you can give a better answer than, “My parents wouldn’t approve.” We want to be able to know what God’s Word says about it so you can determine what you believe about it. In other words, develop your own biblical convictions.

I.	Definition of Conviction
What is a conviction?
A.	In a court of law, the jury listens to testimony and examines evidence, and if they think the person is guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, they hand down a conviction.

B.	A conviction is a strong belief, based on examined evidence that guides your life.
C. 	When it comes to biblical convictions, we are examining the scriptures and may talk to godly people to determine how I believe the bible applies to my life in a specific area.
D. 	An example of someone with convictions is Daniel related to the food he would and wouldn’t eat. 
	In Daniel 1:8 it says, “But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.” 
		(He was a Jew and he was only to eat cosher food.)

E.	When thinking about biblical decision making, the idea of developing convictions lines up with step #2 -examining the principles and truths of scripture to determine what you will or won’t do.

F. Some observations about biblical convictions
	1. They are based on an application of God’s Word
	2. They are predetermined in advance. 
		If you wait until you are in a situation to determine what you believe it is too late.
	3. They are an inner commitment to do the right thing, regardless of the consequences.
		4. They don’t change according to our whims, feelings, or preferences.
		5. In other words, they are value based on scripture that guide your life.

II.	Starting Point for Developing Convictions
A.	A Desire to Live for God’s Glory 
1)	Romans 12:1-2
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

(a)	These verses begin with an assumed “if” – if you willingly offer yourself to God and end with “then you will be able to approve what God’s will is.”
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(b)	When we are developing biblical personal convictions, we are seeking to develop a strong belief that this is what is pleasing to God in this situation.  This is about what God would desire - His will.
(c)	Notice these verses start, “Therefore, I urge your brothers, in view of God’s mercy.”  What does that mean?  What are God’s mercies?
(1)	Mercy: God doesn’t give us what we deserve
(2)	Paul is saying that, in light of God’s love for you and as a result of all that is true because of the gospel (Romans 1-11)- that God is willing to forgive us of all the wrath that we deserve because of Christ’s death on our behalf, he then urges us to be willing to surrender ourselves to God.


(d)	The starting point for developing godly convictions is that I desire to practice what will be pleasing to God. Paul said it this way in 2 Cor. 5:9
“So we make it our goal to please him whether we are at home in the body or away from it.”
(e)	This series will not be very valuable to you if you don’t want to live for God. Why do you think that is true?


2)	Hebrews 4:2
“For we also have had the good news proclaimed to us, just as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because those who heard did not combine it with faith.”
(a)	This verse says they heard the gospel, but it was of no value to them.  Why?  (They did not combine it with faith).
(b)	What is faith?
Faith is knowing the truth and applying it to our lives.

B.	Ask students to pray and ask God to give them hearts that desire to please God and seek His way above their own desires.

III.	Plan for Developing Convictions, “Since, Then, So”
A.	Step #1:   Investigate God’s Word - “Since”
1)	Are there Biblical commands about this topic?  If there are, we know what God desires.
2)	Are there Biblical principles that would help me choose what is best?  
		
	(a)	Remember we said scripture is sufficient to help us live godly lives so there should be principles to guide us. (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3)
(b)	For example, what is a Biblical principle that could help me in the kind of music I select to listen to? 
	Phil. 4:8
“Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.”
			

3)	Just like in a court case, we need to examine the evidence found in God’s Word and listen to testimony.  It’s not a bad thing to ask other mature Christians what their convictions are and how they determined them.

B.	Step #2: Apply the Scriptural Principles to the Specific Subject to Develop Life Values - “Then”
1)	Based on the principle of Phil 4:8, how does that impact the kind of music I listen to?	
		For example, since I am to think about that which is good, right, and true, then the lyrics of the songs I listen to should be good, right and true. No violence, swearing, sexual innuendo or immoral themes.
2)	The goal of this step is to write out the implications of the Biblical principles to make them practical to your daily life.
3)	Use this form
Since this is true, then this is what I will do.

C.	Step #3: Develop a Plan to Implement this Conviction, “So”

1)	Since I am to put that which is good, right and true into my mind, 
2)	Then I should only listen to music that is good, right, and true
3)	So I will…
(a)	Get rid of songs from play list that violate this
(b)	Only listen to radio stations that will play this kind of music
(c)	Buy some new songs that meet this conviction


CONCLUSION
Over the coming weeks, we want to help you develop your own godly personal convictions.  For that to take place, it means that you will need to do some homework.  

I can help you with the “since”- What does God Word say?
You might be able to talk in small groups about some of the “then”- How do the specific biblical principles apply to this particular area? 
But you are really going to have to figure out the “so”- What are your personal convictions in this specific situation?


QUESTIONS FOR SMALL GROUP
1)	Do you ever have doubts about what you believe?  If so, what do you about them?
		Romans 14:22b-23, John 7:17

2)	Have you ever had someone challenge your beliefs and you didn’t know what to say?  What did you do?

3)	What areas do you want to look at to develop your own personal convictions?  Why?

4)	The starting point for developing personal convictions was having a heart that desires to practice what pleases God.  Is this true of you?  Why/why not?
	
5)	In what areas is it hard for you to trust God?



