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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
Homosexuality, A Christian Perspective 

Intro.


A. One of the reasons that I want to talk about this is because it is so prevalent in our culture.

 How many of you know someone who is a homosexual?


B I want to talk about it because I want you to have a biblical understanding about these issues.


C. I want you to know how to respond to someone who may challenge your Christian beliefs.


D. I also want to help any student here tonight who may be struggling with SSA questions.
I. Reasons our culture is accepting homosexual marriages

A. The state of “traditional marriage” is not healthy.

1) If heterosexual marriage is God’s design, then why isn’t it working?

2) People are sinful and when we are selfish and want what we want instead of following

God, relationships deteriorate. While this is true of traditional marriage, it doesn’t

justify alternative marriages.

B. Marriage and sexuality have increasingly become disconnected from procreation

1) It isn’t foreign to think of marriage without children

2) Don’t’ need to be married to have children. It is no longer necessary to have both

sexes to have children, with egg banks, artificial insemination, etc.

C. Gender roles have been de-emphasized in our society

1) Some believe there is basically no difference between men and women

2) Women in combat, unisex haircuts, etc.

D. We ignore God’s sexual standards in our lives. If premarital sex isn’t wrong, then why is

homosexuality wrong?

E. The purpose of marriage has become about personal fulfillment.

1) Marriage is not longer about serving our spouse and raising godly children

2) If marriage is only about being happy, then why should we withhold anyone the

opportunity for happiness?


F. We define morality based more on our intuitions and feelings than on objective moral standards.



1) Instead of asking is this morally right we ask:




a) Does this course of action seem harmful?




b) Is this freeing or oppressive?




c) is this fair or discriminating?



2) So now we reason:




a) if a loving gay couple marries, does it do harm to anyone else?




b) It feels oppressive to tell two people they can’t have the right to love whoever they want.




c) it seems unfair for one couple to be able to marry but another couple is not allowed to marry.




d) God is a God of love and I have found love with someone of the same sex, and so this is surely something God would want to bless.

II. What the Bible has to Say About Homosexuality


A.
God’s plan:


1)
Demonstrated in creation as part of His plan
Genesis 2:18-24

“18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.”
19 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals.
But for Adam[a] no suitable helper was found. 21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs[b] and then closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib[c] he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.
23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’
    for she was taken out of man.”
24 That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.
”



 
a) Romans 1:26-27 describes homosexuality as “unnatural relations” which literally means “against nature.” 

Romans 1:26-27

“Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error.”

b) Paul is saying that homosexuality is a violation of the nature that God gave us. Whenever we violate God’s intentions for His creation, we do not flourish. We see this in life. If you try to use something against its created purpose it doesn’t work so well.




c) For example, let’s say you have a friend who tries to pop popcorn with his espresso machine. It doesn’t work so well. It explains why the popcorn is so soggy.


If you try to use your watch to pound in a nail it doesn’t work so well. As a watch it works great, but as a hammer not so well. Why? because that goes against its created purpose. This is true of all idolatry.


2)
Marriage is between a man and woman for life (1 Cor. 7:2, Romans 7:2)

1 Cor. 7:2 “ But since  there is so much immorality,  each man should have  his own wife, and each woman her own husband.”


3)
Marriage is a picture between the bride (church) and bridegroom (Christ). Eph. 5:32


(Satan’s plan to pervert marriage is to alter this picture, as well).


B.
Satan’s plan


To pervert God’s plan (Lev. 18:22; Rom. 1:25-27). Satan wants to pervert marriage. He wants to distort the picture of marriage that points to the relationship of Christ and the Church, which ultimately points to the gospel.


Paul in Romans 1:24-27, clearly teaches that homosexuality is a rejection of God and His ways.

Romans 1:24-25

“Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen.”

II.
Argument of Tolerance


Intro.


 How many of you have ever heard someone say something like this arguing for homosexuality?



We shouldn’t discriminate against people and to not allow people same sex marriage is to deny them their constitutional right to the pursuit of happiness. 


What would you say to someone with these views?


Three types of tolerance:


A.
Legal Tolerance: everyone has the right to hold and express varying religious, political, and other viewpoints.


B.
Social Tolerance: respecting all people, regardless of the views they hold or the customs they practice. All people are created in God’s image, and are, therefore, of infinite value.  We shouldn’t just tolerate people, but value them, regardless of their views.


C.
Intellectual Tolerance: This is to open one’s mind so broadly, so as to accept all views as equally valid.  As Christians, we cannot accept this kind of tolerance.  There is absolute truth, which makes some things right and some things wrong,


          This follows the understanding of truth called relativism.  Relativism says all truth is individually constructed, determined, and all values are individually chosen and subjectively appropriated.


What is the problem with this line of thinking?


1)
The law of non-contradiction.  If two people hold opposing moral views, they can’t both be right.  Either one is right and one is wrong, or they are both wrong, but they can’t both be right.


2)
God is absolute truth.  (John 14:6, Ps. 119:160).
III.
Christian Response to Homosexuality


A. We need to begin by acknowledging that all of us are sinners in need of a Savior.



1. Matt. 7:1 is a favorite verse that is often used today. It says, “Do not judge or you too will be judged.”



2. There are two kinds of judging




a. There is condemnation




b. There is discernment



3. Surely God is not telling us that we should not make value judgments. Even having someone tell you that you should not judge is a value statement. 



4. What Jesus is saying is that we should not be hypocritical when we make judgements. We need to first acknowledge our sin so we can actually help the other person. 



5. The reality is we are all born with a fallen nature that is naturally bent to please self and disobey God. Just because you have a desire for something does not mean we should affirm it and give in to it.



Read Matt. 7:3-5 


“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” 


6. We need to begin by acknowledging that we are all sinners in need of a Savior.


B.
We need to demonstrate love towards homosexuals, as we would any sinner, but not affirm their sin.  I don’t know that we should view homosexuality as a worse sin than premarital sex.  They are both sexual perversions that weaken marriage and do a lot of damage in a person’s life.



1.  Notice in Romans 1: 24 before Paul specifically addresses homosexuality as sin, he first identifies all sex outside of marriage as sin. Sex outside of marriage is just as damaging as homosexual sex to relationships.

2.  In Romans 1: 29-31, Paul also addresses other behaviors as “wickedness”. 

Romans 1:29-31


“They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy.”

 Notice Paul talks about greed, deceit, gossip, arrogance, disobedience to parents, etc. in this passage and they are just as damaging to our horizontal relationships and deserve God’s wrath as the sexual sins we have already mentioned.

 We need to be careful not to look at certain sins and call them bad while at the same time practice other sins and see them as ok. 


B.
We must reject the myth that someone with homosexual desires is just a person that is born this way, so they cannot do anything about it.  Homosexuality is like any sin that needs to be repented of and not yielded to.


C.
Help the person see that with God there is hope.  The gospel can set a person free and application of the gospel can transform their life.  (1 Cor. 6:9-11)


D.
Distinguish between same sex attraction and the practice of homosexuality.  Fruit of the Spirit is self control (1 Thess. 4:3-8). There is a difference between being tempted and sinning.

E.
What does it mean to love a homosexual?  To allow them to continue in sin? 


 If God created us (and He did, Gen. 1:27), 


and God created us with a specific design (and He did, Ps. 139:13-14),


 and God created us with a specific purpose in mind (and He did, Eph. 2:10), including my sexuality (Gen. 1:27-28, Gen. 2:24), 


then it would be unloving for me to allow a person to pursue a way of life that is contrary to the way in which God created them.  For me to say nothing is to allow them to experience a life of pain and destruction (Rom. 1:24-28).  God allows this so hopefully the consequences of their sin will ultimately turn them back to Him as is true with the consequences of any sin.

For example, if you had a friend that you knew was into drugs, would you say something to them or would you just ignore it? You would say something to them because drugs are destructive.


 In the same way, if a person tries to live contrary to the way God designed them life is going to be very hard and destructive.


F.
We need to cultivate a renewed respect for differences.  If some guys is more effeminate or some girl is more manly, we should not use inflammatory words to describe them or talk about them. We should not make jokes about them or gossip about them.


G.
We should express empathy for persons with SSA, that acknowledge we all struggle with sin.


H.  
We need to learn to listen well so we can be compassionate in our response.




Prov. 18:13 “if one gives an answer before he hears, it is his folly and shame.”



Listening can help us know where we might best start in sharing something of Christ with them. 



1. if they are hurting we need to point them to Christ with whom we can trust our hurts.



2. if they are proud, we need to show them how Christ’s words are humbling for all of us when comes to issues of sexuality.



3. if they are confused about who they are, we could point them to the woman at the well and how Christ can reveal our identity and offer us living water (John 4).


I. Address students who may be struggling with SSA.



1. We need to be honest with ourselves, others, and God.  We all struggle with sin. This should keep us humble in our response and not arrogant. 


2. if there are any of you here tonight that may be struggling with SSA I want to encourage you there is hope (Rom. 6:11-14). This is just like any other desire that is fallen because of sin. Some may struggle with anger, some may struggle with fear/anxiety, some may struggle with lust, you may struggle with SSA. But in Christ there is tremendous hope. 



Read 1 Cor. 6:9-11



“Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with men nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”



3. With Jesus there is tremendous hope. You can grow and change and have victory. 



4. Don’t be afraid to talk to someone and ask for help. That is the first step.

QUESTIONS FOR SMALL GROUPS:

1)
Why do you think God condemns homosexuality?

2)
What would you say to someone who says that you are being unjust to not allow two people who love each other get married?

3)
Have you tended to look at homosexual sin as worse than premarital sin?  Why/why not?

4)
Which of the Christian responses to homosexuality do you think will be most helpful to you in your response?  Why?
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