OUR PATIENT GOD

Review:
Last time, we considered the goodness of God.  We said it is not enough that God is Sovereign and wise but that he also needs to be good. We said the goodness of God is who He is as well as what He does. He is kind and gracious to all.  We said that God is the standard for what is good.

Introduction:  
This past summer I was running late to pray with someone at the hospital and was driving across town with lots of tourists on the road.  That is a recipe for impatience.  Being human means struggling with impatience which is often only seconds away from anger.  

So I read about a person at Disney who had a speedpass so they didn’t have to wait in lines.  As they approached the Tower of Terror, a Disney worker told them that the pass was not good at this ride.  So the person punched the Disney worker in the face.  So much for Disney being the happiest place on earth.

Maybe that’s why the Bible communicates patience by saying being “slow to anger”.  This is a phrase first used to describe our patient God. (Ps 103:8) Anger is not necessarily a sin.  But anger quickly kindled (the anger of impatience) is often sinful.

Unfortunately, the world’s solution to impatience is to eliminate whatever makes you have to wait.  We want what we want when we want it.  Businesses try to compete for our business by being as quick as possible: drive thru windows, next day delivery, faster computers.
Research shows that the average attention span has shrunk from 12 seconds in 2000 to 8 seconds in 2015.  Not only is waiting something we try to avoid; it is something we are increasingly ill-equipped to do.
This is problematic for all of us, especially Christians, who are admonished repeatedly in the Bible to wait on the Lord, bear with others, be patient in affliction and be slow to anger.  We are not to be a people all about instant gratification.

I.	The perfect patience of God
	A.	When God first describes Himself to Moses, He describes Himself as slow to anger.) We find this description of God throughout the Old Testament.
	Ex 34:6
“And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.”

	B.	God is patient.
		1.	With regard to His children & their sin
		2.	To bear with us as we grow in sanctification – forgiving us over & over.
		3.	He is patient to allow people to repent. (2 Pet 3:9)

	C.	God’s patience is an expression of His love.
		1.	In I Cor 13, love is described as patient.
		2.	It does not flee but bears all things.
		3.	God is omniscient so He knows all the evil men do, and yet, He is still patient.  How often do we allow petty annoyances to lead us to impatience, and we don’t know all the details?
	D.	God’s patience implies expectancy.  He is patiently working in us for His good pleasure.  He is working all things for our good & His glory.  He has a plan and is waiting for its resolution.

II.	Slow it down
	A.	Since God is patient, we should strive to be patient.
	B.	The Bible says patience is the path of wisdom.  A wise person is described as slow to anger four times in Proverbs. (Prov 14:29, 15:18, 16:32, 19:11)
	Proverbs 14:29
“Whoever is patient has great understanding, but one who is quick-tempered displays folly.”

C.	In the New Testament, James succinctly reiterates the wisdom of patience. James 1:19-20
“ My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.”

	D.	Impatience is a gateway to unrighteous anger.
	E.	We say, “Patience is a virtue”, and yet so often lack patience.

III.	Counting the cost
	A.	You’ve also heard the phrase, “Haste makes waste.”  Why are we so often in a hurry?
	B.	How often do we underestimate the cost of something, and as a result, we get impatient?
		1.	How often have you said to yourself, “This is taking longer than I thought it would”; “This is harder than I expected”?
		2.	We think we can get what we want with little cost to us and get frustrated when it costs more than we want to give.  For example, how often do you get frustrated when you have to wait for a website to load?  How often do you get upset when the trial doesn’t end as quickly as you asked God for?  How often do we get upset if Amazon delivers the package a day later than promised?
	C.	It’s been said that the secret to a happy life is having the right expectations.
		1.	Jesus spent considerable time establishing right expectation for what it would cost to be His disciple.  
Luke 9:23
“Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.”
		2.	He redefined blessedness in the Sermon on the Mount.
		3.	He warned us how the world would respond to the gospel message.
 (2 Tim. 3:12)   “Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.”

		4.	He told us that growth in righteousness is a slow process by describing it in agricultural terms.  Wheat harvests take months.  It takes decades for trees to get big.  Therefore, we need to be patient.  (Luke 8:15) James also mentions the need for patience when it comes to the harvest.  
James 5:7-8
“Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.”
	D.	God is never impatient because He is good at math.  He never labors under wrong expectations for what a circumstance or relationship will cost.
		1.	He has never said, “This is taking longer than I expected.”
		2.	He has never said, “This is harder than I expected.”
	E.	He is able to bear with us in our weakness because He understands the cost.  Not only does He understand, but He paid the cost as the spotless Lamb of God.	
	F.	Jesus Christ, who is the revelation of the patience of the Father, is also the perfect human example of patience.

IV.	The patience of Jesus
	A.	How often do we experience impatience because we live side-by-side with imperfect people?
	B.	Just imagine if you were perfect and had to live among imperfect people.
	C.	Jesus lived 33 years with sinners and was no doubt tempted to be impatient & quick to anger.  Yet the Bible only records two instances in which His anger manifested itself.
		1.	At every turn, Jesus was encountering people transgressing His Father’s commands.
		2.	To have expressed anger would have been justified – righteous.
		3.	But even in expressing His righteous anger, He was slow.  He endured patiently with sinners.
	D.	Not only was He patient with sinners, He was patient with circumstances.
		1.	He lived 30 years as a carpenter before He began His public ministry.
		2.	He timed His miracles & His teaching so His ministry would unfold according to the will of His Father.
		3.	How often did He say, “My time has not yet come” when prodded by others to speed things up?  (John 2:1-5, 7:1-8)
	E.	Jesus was also patient in suffering.  Jesus patiently endured the cross.  (I Peter 2:21-24)
	F.	God was patient with guys like Paul.  
I Tim 1:16
“But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life.”
		1.	Paul knew the depth of his sin as a persecutor of Christians and the depth of Jesus’ patience with him.
		2.	When we view our own salvation as an expression & example of Jesus’ perfect patience, we begin to desire to live a life of patience like Christ.

V.	Be patient as He is patient.
	A.	God’s will for our lives is that we would be patient even as He is patient.
	B.	When we grow frustrated with a friend or family member who persists in sin, we can remember Christ’s patience with us.
	C.	When we think a circumstance is taking too long, we can remember Christ’s patience waiting on the Father’s timing.
	D.	When we are weighed down by suffering, we can remember Jesus’ patient suffering.
	E.	We worship a patient God who is still at work.  He isn’t finished with us yet.
		1.	Patience is not just the ability to wait but to abide.
		2.	It is not just gritting your teeth but trusting in God & His timing.
		3.	It is living every day with the awareness that God is aware of our situation and that He holds all things together (Col 1:17), and in His time & way, He will work it out.
		4.	Those who wait patiently for His return do so with the assurance that all things will be made new with a hope of eternity.  (James 5:7-9)
F.	What does it say to a watching world if the church is not a place of rest and wait with patience for the salvation of the Lord?   No, we need to run with patient endurance the race that God has marked out for us as a testimony to the world.  
Heb 12:1-2
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

Conclusion:
We struggle with time.  We struggle with impatience.  Often it is because we have wrong expectations and live our lives with God not being our frame of reference.
Thank God for His patience with us.  May we live patient lives as an example of our trust in our patient Savior.

Small group questions
1. How many of you would say you struggle with being patient?
	What does that look like in your life?
2.  Why do you think we struggle so much to be patient?
(We want what we want when we want it)  Read James 4:2-3  because we are selfish and proud
3. What about God’s patience with you are you most thankful for?
4. What steps can you take to learn to slow down and be more patient with others in your life?
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