 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
ON A MISSION FROM GOD:


MAKE DISCIPLES

INTRODUCTION:

Paul is giving his testimony to King Agrippa and tells of how Jesus appeared to him on the road to Damascus.

READ Acts 26:15-20

What did Jesus say to Paul?   “Paul, I am sending you on a mission.”

I.
What is the mission?  (Acts 26:18)


We are sent to share the gospel with people so they can turn to God

II.
What is God’s strategy to accomplish this mission?


A.
Make Disciples (Matt. 28:18-20)



Three Participles:

GO:   (Literally, “as you are going”)   Evangelism - win the lost.  This is to be part of our daily normal activity

BAPTIZE: Publically identify themselves with the body of Christ.  The idea is helping people who get saved to be built up in their faith and help them grow.
TEACH: Equipping believers to accomplish the mission. Teach them how to make reproducing disciples who can make reproducing disciples.  

B. FSM mission statement comes from the Great Commission and these three emphasis

“FSM exists to win unbelieving students to Jesus Christ   (Go)



   To build them in their faith


   (baptize)



    And equip them to 



   (teach)


   Serve others as an



    Expression of their love for Christ.

A succinct way to say that is to make reproducing followers of Jesus Christ.

B.
 What it does NOT mean to make disciples



1)
It is not just making converts, they just get saved.


2)
It is not even just helping people have an intimate relationship with God



3)
It is not just inviting them to FSM or an outreach event and think “I’ve done my duty, and now it’s PR’s job to instruct them.”



4)
We need to get away from a program mentality where we just get our friends to come to an event as if that were the goal to a process mentality. It is great to invite friends to youth group and outreach events. 




 But let’s say your friend accepts Christ, do you still have a role in their lives? 





Yes to help them grow in Christ.




Let’s say your friend does not accept Christ, do you still have a role in their lives? Yes, keep planting seeds.


C.
What it DOES mean to make disciples



1)
Discipleship is an intentional process of building relationships with people, meeting them where they are spiritually, and helping them grow until they can reproduce themselves in another.  The goal of reproduction is always in view.




(a)
Acts 18:1-3, 11: Paul spent 1 ½ years with Aquila and Priscilla




(b)
Acts 18:24-26: Aquila & Priscilla instruct Apollos




(c)
Acts 18:27-28: Apollos ministers in Achaia



2)
If I win someone to Christ and even help them grow in their relationship with Christ, but they never win someone else to Christ or help others grow in Christ, we are not accomplishing God’s strategy of discipleship.


3)
Whose job is it to win your friends to Christ? Whose job is it to help your friends grow in their relationship with Christ?




(It is my job to help equip you so YOU can do it.)  (Eph. 4:12)

A number of years ago, we did an outreach even and a friend who was invited got saved.  I asked him if I could do follow up with him and he said yes.  For five weeks, I picked him after school, we went to Burger King, and I taught him how to pray, how to have a quiet time, and how to grow as a Christian.   After the five weeks, I never saw him again.  He never came to our youth group.

Why do you think that was?  He wasn’t my friend.  He didn’t know me.  What did I do wrong?  I shouldn’t have been the one meeting with him.  Who should have?  (His friend.)

At another outreach event, a student invited a friend and they didn’t get saved, but they had a lot of spiritual questions that this student couldn’t answer.  HE wanted me to meet with his friend and answer the questions.  I suggested we do something else.  Instead, I had him find out the questions and I would teach him the answers, so he could teach his friend.  This worked out a lot better.

III.
What keeps us from making disciples?


A.
Wrong priorities/selfishness



1)
We care more about our agenda than about God’s agenda.  We know that God wants to use us to make a spiritual difference in the lives of others.  I believe that most of us want to make a difference. What keeps us from that?




(a)
Fear

We fear what our friends will think about us if we were to engage them in spiritual conversation more than we fear for their souls going to eternity without Christ.

We may even fear that we can’t make a difference or we aren’t qualified, even though we may have never even tried.

Remember, it is not your job to win your friends to Christ. It is your job to share the gospel with them and the Holy Spirit’s job to save them. 




(b)
Busyness
We go to school, go to sports practice, do homework, and go to bed, so we can do it all over again.  We don’t make time to talk to our friends about God.






We run in these circles of busyness, but not of significance.



Listen to what Jesus said about His agenda:



John 15:19, 30:

“I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by Himself; He can do only what He sees His Father doing, because whatever the Father does, the Son also does.  By myself, I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself, but Him who sent Me.”



Remember what Jesus said in the garden, “Not my will but Thy will be done.”

If we are going to live God’s agenda, it means that we are going to have to make adjustments – make changes in our lives. Although I would suggest that the changes are significant but they aren’t necessarily big. 


For example, it doesn’t necessarily mean that you can’t still play sports or be active in your hobbies. But it does mean that you look to share about Christ while you are doing those things. 


Remember we said the first part of the Great Commission was “As you are going.” This means that talking to others about Christ should be a part of your 
regular activities.

B.
No Union with Christ

We don’t reproduce because we are not spending time with Christ.  If we aren’t walking with Christ, how are we going to teach others to walk with Christ?



Luke 6:40 says: “A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.”  It is hard to take someone when you aren’t going yourself.



READ John 15:4-8



Some of you were afraid that you couldn’t be a disciple maker.



v5: “Apart from me, you can do nothing.”



v4: “No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.”

When it comes down to it, you can’t do it!  You can only bear fruit as you remain connected to Christ.  The question is, are you willing to be obedient? Are you willing to trust God?  Are you willing to walk daily with Christ?



Notice that bearing fruit is a sign of being a disciple (v8).  This is what disciples do.


C.
Sin in your life

This is closely related to the last one.  Sin cuts us off from our source.   It breaks off our fellowship with God.  Isaiah 59:2: “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.”

  
D.
Not sure if you know how to make disciples



1)
How many of you could share the gospel by turning to the appropriate Scriptures? How many of you could hand a friend a gospel tract?


2)
How many of you have ever shared the gospel with someone?



3)
How many of you could help young Christian grow in their faith?



4)
How much do you need to know before you help someone else grow spiritually?  You just need to know a little bit more than them.  What has God taught you to get to where you are spiritually?  This would be your starting point.

APPLICATION:

God has a mission for you!  To make a spiritual impact in the life of someone else.  Not only to make an impact, but to train them so they are able to train others.

If God’s command to us is to make disciples, I suppose it is a legitimate question to ask, “Who are you discipling?  Who are you impacting for the cause of Christ?”

Who’s your One?
Who is one person in your life that does not know Christ that you can begin to pray for and seek to get into spiritual conversations with ?

Who is one person that you will seek to invite to FSM/ an outreach event as a step in the process of helping them come to faith in Christ and grow in Christ?


Who is your One?
Make a list of those you want to win to Christ and help grow in Christ.

STEP 1:
PEOPLE

Identify people in your life

STEP 2:
PRAY

* That they are sensitive to God’s Spirit

*That you would seize opportunities to influence them for    Christ

*Get your small group to be in prayer for them as well.

STEP 3:
PLAN

What is the needed next step






A)
Build a relationship with them so they know you care






B)
Get into a spiritual conversation






C)
Let them know you are a Christian






D)
Invite them to an appropriate program/event






E)
Tell your friend why you are a Christian






F)
Tell your friend your testimony






G)
Ask them if they would like to become a Christian/share gospel






H)
If they are a Christian, how can you help them to grow so they can reproduce?

NAME





NEXT STEP

______________________________________________________    ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________    ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
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