SERVING ONE ANOTHER

OBJECTIVE:	God wants each of us to serve and minister to one another and in the process, we’ll know joy and God’s blessings

I.	Our Call to Serve  (Mark 10:32-45)
A.	The Context
Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem and He is telling His disciples about His upcoming suffering and death

B.	The Request of James and John (Mark 10:35-40)
1)	What do they want?  (They want Jesus to be their magic genie – grant us whatever we ask)
2)	Who are they thinking about?
(They are so focused on themselves that they totally miss what Jesus just told them about His upcoming pain and suffering)
3)	Have you ever been so self-absorbed that you missed the pain and needs of others?
4) Tell the story of breaking up with Lisa and having a Friday night pity party and then seeing my roommate sitting on his bunk.

C.	The Response of the Other Disciples (Mark 10:41)
1)	How did the other disciples respond?  Why?
(Possibly because they wanted in on the action and James’ and John’s request excluded them)

D.	Jesus’ Response to Their Selfishness (Mark 10:42-45)
1)	What is the world’s way of leading?
(Boss people around for your own gain)
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2)	How were the disciples to lead?  Verse 43 “Not so with you”
a)	Serve those you lead
b)	Instead of selfishness, became a humble servant
c) This is the example of Christ. He served and gave His life.

II.	The Blessings That Came From Serving   (John 13:14-17)
A.	The Context
1)	Jesus didn’t just talk about being a servant, He demonstrated it by how He lived His life.  
2)	How does Jesus demonstrate being a servant in this passage?
	- washing the disciple’s feet.
	-in the Mark 10 passage, Jesus is going to Jerusalem to be betrayed, mocked, spit upon, flogged, and brutally crucified.

B.	The Result of Serving (John 13:17)
1)	What does Jesus say is true of those who serve?
2)	People who only focus on themselves are miserable.
3)	What are some of the blessings you have experienced from serving others?
4) It is only when we die to self that we truly learn to live

Luke 9:23-24 “Then Jesus said to them all: If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.”

5) If you serve others to try to get something from them you will be angry if you don’t get it and feel entitled if you do get what you want because you will feel like you earned it.
		
6) But what if you serve out of love, not for self, but because you want what is best for another, then you’ll experience joy.
7) Do you realize that is the example of Jesus set for us. He loved us so much that He went to the cross to die for you. 
Heb. 12:2 “who for the joy set before Him endured the cross.”


C.	Illustration: “Caught in a Blizzard”
What happened to the man as a result of focusing on someone other than himself? (It saved his life as well)

D.	What happens if all you ever do is eat, never exercise, and expect people to serve you?
(You get fat, lazy, and lose your purpose for living, other than being entertained, and will be miserable)
It is exactly the opposite to what we have been called to.

E.	Illustration: Story of Douglas Hyde, who converted to communism
1) We become a Christian by surrendering our lives to Christ and trusting in Him as our Savior.	
2) We learn to be a Christian by living out the Christian life
3)	We experience joy, not by just knowing we need to serve one another, but when we actually put it into practice

Conclusion 
	John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this that He lay down his life for his friends.”

	Jesus greatest act of service was to die in your place. He did that so you could be set free and do exactly the same thing- lay down your life to serve others. 

	If you want people to serve you and you want positions of power to feel good about you (like James and John), you will be miserable- that’s the world’s way. Jesus said, “Not so with you.”

	But if you are willing to serve people because Jesus loved you and you want to follow His example, then you will experience joy.





III.	Application
How many of you want to have purpose in life?
How many of you want to experience joy in your life?
Then we need to obey God by serving others!

Small group questions.
1.Can you think of a time when you were so self-focused that you missed the needs of others?
What happened?
2. Have you ever been around someone who always wanted to be first? How did you respond/feel?
3. In what ways do you find it hard to serve others?
4. Why is actively serving others so important to the Christian faith?
5. In what ways will you serve others this week?





				CAUGHT IN A BLIZZARD
A man hiking out of the Chugach mountains of Alaska hoped to make it to camp before a deadly blizzard hit.  He was too late.  The blizzard struck with such a fury that he was unable to see even two feet in front of his face.  The windblown snow and ice knocked him off his feet as he struggled to find his way.  Although he knew that he was only a short distance from camp, he had lost his sense of direction and couldn’t determine which way to go.  Finally, in the dark of night, he slumped down into a snow bank – cold, wet, and totally exhausted.  He could go on no further.  He resigned himself to die.	
	As he lay there in the snow, he thought he heard something – a faint cry, like the whimpering of a puppy.  He called out to it and tried to crawl toward the sound.  Sure enough, it was a dog that was also lost in the storm.  The puppy had somehow been separated from its mother and was freezing to death.  The man quickly began rubbing the dog’s fur, trying to keep the dog’s blood circulating so that the dog would survive.  He warmed the dog with his breath, continuing through the night to try to keep the little puppy alive.

The next day, scouts from the village found both the man and the dog alive.   They discovered that the man, by working to keep the little dog alive during the night, had kept himself alive, as well.


	STORY OF DOUGLAS HYDE
In his book, Dedication and Leadership, Douglas Hyde tells how when he was converted to Communism, the first thing party members did was hand him stacks of the Daily Worker, a Communist newspaper, and sent him to a factory to sell them.  That was his first day.

When he started selling the papers, people asked questions, and he had to come up with answers.  He didn’t know enough about Communist dogma to be able to take a stand for Communism, but he tried to give the best answers he could.  As soon as he got back to the party office that afternoon, he said, “Hey, they were asking me this and this; and I said this and this.  Was that right?”
	He was ready to be taught.  They talked into the wee hours about Communist doctrine.
