 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THE STARTING POINT

FOR SHARING THE GOSPEL
INTRODUCTION:

Have you ever had the experience of sharing the gospel and you get all done and the person prays to accept Jesus Christ, but when you examine their life a few months later, there is no change?  And when you talk to them a year later, they tell you they tried Jesus and He didn’t work for them?

What is the problem?  There may be a number of reasons for this, but I want to suggest one reason may be that the person did not fully understand why they needed a Savior.  They didn’t understand that they were a condemned law breaker who was on his way to hell.

I.
When the Good News Isn’t Good News


A.
To people who don’t know they are in need of a Savior, the gospel seems foolish 



“For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” 1 Cor. 1:18

B.
Suppose I came up to you and told you that I sold my house and got all my assets together and was going to give you all I had, so you could get the best medical treatment possible, because you were severely ill.  But you felt just fine.  How would you respond?  Why?

Suppose you had just been told by a doctor that you had a very serious condition that was detected early enough to be treated, but it wasn’t covered by insurance and you needed to get treated immediately, but you had to pay for it before treatment could begin and you had no money.

Now I come up to you and tell you I have sold my house and gotten all my money together and I can cover the cost of your treatment.  How are you going to respond?


C.
When we try to tell people about Jesus and His death, but they don’t know they are already condemned to hell, it seems foolish.

II.
When People Respond to Christ for the Wrong Reason


A.
What are some reasons that people might invite Christ into their lives, other than because they are condemned sinners who have broken God’s law?



1)
To have a better life



2)
To have peace



3)
To try to find purpose in life


4)
These are true, but they are not the fundamental reason we need Christ


B.
I was at an outreach event one time and the speaker said if you add Jesus to your life, he’ll make your relationship with your parents better, and you’ll be happier.   He will fulfill you. 



What’s the problem with that kind of gospel?


C.
It is kind of like getting into an airplane and having the stewardess hand you a parachute and tell you to put it on because it will make your flight more comfortable.  Does it? 

The other passengers laugh at you, the parachute digs into your back and keeps you from sitting up straight in your chair.  You eventually take it off.  Why?  Because it didn’t deliver what was promised.  It didn’t make your flight better.

Now suppose the stewardess handed you the parachute and told you that you’re going to have to jump out of the plane at 25,000 feet because the plane is going down, so you put it on.  It digs into your back and it is uncomfortable, but you don’t care.  Why?  Because it is your life line.  It is your only hope.

Do you understand the difference?  The reason you come to Jesus makes all the difference in the world.  We don’t come to Christ because He will make our life better.  Oftentimes we come to Christ and trials come.  We come to Christ because we are helpless sinners.

The solution is to help a person realize they are a guilty law breaker who is destined to pay for their guilt in hell.  Once they understand this, they are ready to hear the good news.

III.

Understanding the Holiness of God and the depth of our sin.


A. God’s standard is perfection  




“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” Matt. 5:48



B. God is loving but He is also Holy and He cannot allow sin into His presence.




“Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate sin








Habakkuk 1:13



C. Sin eternally separates us from God.






“But your iniquities have separated you from God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will not hear.”  Isa. 59:2



D. The Holiness of God and the depth of our sin make the gospel all the more glorious.




Read Luke 7:36-47




1. The self-righteous Pharisees see themselves as better than “sinners.” 

What’s the problem with that perspective? Do you think you ever see yourself that way? Not really all that bad?



2. The woman in the story sees herself as a hopelessly lost sinner except for Christ.




3. How does their different perspectives impact their response to Christ? Why?




4. The person who loves the most is the person who has been forgiven the most. The person who sees the greatness of their sin debt is most moved when it is paid in full.



E. The starting point of the gospel is for a person to see their hopeless condition before a Holy God.



F. Until they are willing to acknowledge the depth of their need, they are not in need of a Savior.



G. I am spending more time on this point because many in our culture do not see themselves as a law breaker before a Holy God. Until they see this they are not ready to respond to the rest of the gospel. 

IV.

Using the Law to Show a Person They Are Guilty



A.
The law was given to show a person they are guilty before a Holy God. 



“Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held  accountable to God. Therefore, no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin.”

 








Rom. 3:19-20



B.
The law helps us to know what sin is 



“What shall we say then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! indeed I would not have known what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not said, “Do not covet.” ” Rom. 7:7



C.
Sin is to break the law 




“Everyone who sins break the law; in fact sin is lawlessness.” 1 John 3:4



D.
The law was given to lead us to Christ (Psm. 19:7)




“So the law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith.” Gal. 3:24



E.
How many sins do I have to commit before I am a lawbreaker 




“For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it.” James 2:10



F.
All men are already condemned before God




“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.”  John 3:18
V.

Using the Ten Commandments to Show a Person Their Sin

A. Do you think you are a good person?  
B. If people are generally good, then why is there so much evil and selfishness in the world? Where does that come from? It’s not like parents teach their babies to be selfish, they have to teach them to not be selfish.

C. Let’s take God’s test and see how you measure up.  (Exodus 20)




1. 9th Command: Have you ever lied?  What does that make you?  (A liar)




2. 8th Command:   Have you ever stolen anything?  What does that make you?  








(A thief)




3. 7th Command: Have you ever lusted after someone?  What does that make you? 


(An adulterer)



4. By your own admission do you think God will find you guilty or innocent of keeping His law when you stand before Him?

Conclusion

The starting point of sharing the gospel is making sure that the person sees their own sin and their need of a Savior. If sin is to break God’s law, then using God’s law to help them see how they fall short makes sense. The greater they realize the depth of their sin and the greater they see the Holiness of God, the deeper will be their response to the gospel.


We don’t accept Christ to make our lives better (although He will), we accept Christ because apart from Christ we are eternally lost.

Application



A.
Have you ever acknowledged your sin before a Holy God?



B.
Do you see your sin as breaking God’s law, or are you playing around with sin and treating it like it is no big deal?



C.
Have you come to Christ and cast yourself upon Him, or are you just trying Him to see if He works?



D.
the way that you become a Christian is also the way the you continue to live as a Christian.





Be Honest Before God




~Repent of your sin




~Trust Him with your life



E.
Ask Him to help you share the gospel with others. Who’s your one?
Small group questions


1. How do you tend to view your sin?


2. How does God view your sin? To what lengths did He go to deal with your sin?


3. What is your response to Jesus’ statement, “The one who has been forgiven much loves much. But the one who has been forgiven little loves littles?” Luke 7:47


4. Do you think your friends readily acknowledge their sin? Why do you say that?


5. How can you help them see that their sin is an offense against a Holy God?


6. Who’s your one? Be praying that they would see their sin and their need of a Savior.
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