    Decision Making the Will of God- Occupation


REVIEW: 	
		Comparing and Contrasting God’s Sovereign Will & Moral Will

	Sovereign Will					Moral Will
1. God’s secret plan that determines			1. God’s revealed commands in the Bible
Everything that happens in the universe			that teaches how to believe and live.

2. Mostly hidden						2. Totally revealed
3. Cannot be learned in advance				3. Should be learned for guidance
4. Cannot be “missed”- should be				4. Can be “missed” through ignorance
Humbly accepted						or disobedience

5. Indirectly Ideal plan: though it 				5. Directly Ideal plan: includes only those
Includes evil acts and foolish decisions,			behaviors and attitudes that conform to 
It will ultimately lead to God’s glory				God’s character thereby glorifying Him.

Since God’s sovereign will is not revealed to us, it has no direct bearing on our decision making, other than we must always be submissive to God’s will.  
However, God’s moral will is revealed to us through the Scriptures, and therefore, should be obeyed in our attitudes and actions.

Individual will: God has a plan for your life, based on His moral will, but does not have a specific detailed individual will for us to discern and follow.  The implications of this are that man has the freedom to make choices in areas that aren’t against God’s revealed will based on wisdom.  This doesn’t mean we can just do whatever we want.  Our decision making needs to be based on Biblical principles and what is spiritually expedient or the way of wisdom.

Examples of decisions we make that are non-moral: homeschool, private school, public school; work at Burger King or Taco Bell; should you play sports or sing in the choir, etc.

I.  	In those areas specifically addressed by the Bible, the revealed command and principles of God (His moral will) are to be obeyed.  (prohibitions and positive commands/principle- Level one & two)

A.  We are to do everything commanded in the Bible (Deut. 10:12-13)
		Joshua 1:8
“Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may
be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.”

B.	Blessed is he who follows God’s law (Psalm 1:1-3)	
C.	To love God is to obey His commands 

			1 John 5:3
“In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome,”

II.	The way of wisdom (level three)- In those areas where the Bible gives no command or principle (non-moral decisions), the believer is free and responsible to choose his own course of action.  Any decision made within the moral will of God is acceptable to God.

A.	The principle of freedom of choice within revealed limits was part of the Creator’s design.
(1)   God’s command to Adam & Eve was that they could eat of any of the fruit of the garden except one tree (Genesis 2:16-17).   God did not expect Eve to come and ask God every time it was supper time which fruit they should have tonight.  They had the freedom to choose.

(2)	When you go to the beach, you read the posted rules.  You rightly assume if it is not forbidden, it is all right to do (build a sand castle, swim on your back, etc.)

B.	It is important to remember, when making decisions, it is not only that the decision (action) doesn’t violate Scripture, but that your goals, attitudes, and means do not violate Scripture.
			1 Cor. 10:31
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”

For example, the Bible doesn’t say anything about what college to attend, so the choice of a school is not in itself sinful.  But if I decide to attend a school that is against my parents’ wishes or because it has a reputation as a party school, then I have a problem.

III.	In normal decisions, the objective of the Christian is to make spiritually expedient decisions based on the way of wisdom.
  
	“The way of wisdom” is to make a decision that will “promote” the revealed will and purpose of God. How can I bring the most glory to God?   (Eph. 5:15-16, Col. 4:5)
			Col. 3:22-24
“Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”

IV.	How to Make Wise Decisions- (level three decisions)
A.	Study the Word to see what it says in that specific area or related areas.
B.	Do outside research: the more information you have, the easier it is to make a wise decision.  This might include making a pro/con list.
C	Seek wise counsel.  Prov. 15:22, Prov. 12:15
D.	Ask yourself some spiritually expedient questions:
(1)	Am I putting God’s desires ahead of my own?
(2)	Will it help me love God and others more?
(3)	Will it help me fulfill the Great Commission?
(4)	Will it help me lead a holy life?
(5)	Will it help me further my Christian training?

V.	Decision Making in the Area of Your Occupation
A.  What does the Bible have to say about our occupations?
(1)   As much as possible, the Christian is to be gainfully employed (2 Thess. 3:10-11)
(2)		One of a Christian’s highest priorities is to provide for his family (1 Tim. 5:8)
(3)		The Christian’s vocation must be lawful (Eph. 4:28)
(4)		The Christian’s work is to be characterized by:
(a)   Sincerity of heart (Col. 3:22-23)
(b)	Enthusiasm, diligence, and integrity (Eph. 6:6, 2 Thess. 3:8)
(c)	Honesty 
		Titus 2:10
“And not to steal from them, but to show that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.”

(d)	Efficiency (Eph. 5:16)
(e)	Gratitude (Eph. 3:17)
(f)	Generosity (Eph. 4:28)

(5)		In exercise of his vocation, the Christian should make it his goal to:
(a)	Avoid being a burden to others (2 Thess. 3:8)
(b)	Earn enough to be able to help others 
		Eph. 4:28
“Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share with those in need.”

(c)	Behave properly toward outsiders and not be in need (1 Thess. 4:11-12)

(6)		In his relationship with his employer, the Christian worker:
(a)	Must be submissive and obedient (Eph. 6:5, Col. 3:22)
(b)	Must work hard (Eph. 6:6)
(c)	Must regard his employer with respect (1 Pet. 2:18)
		1 Timothy 6:1
“All who are under the yoke of slavery should consider their masters worthy of full respect, so that God’s name and our teaching may not be slandered.”

(d)	Must serve a Christian employer out of love (1 Tim. 6:2)

(7)		In relationships with employees, the Christian boss must:
(a)	Not abuse his workers (Eph. 6:9)
(b)	Treat employees with justice and fairness (Col. 4:1)
(c)	Be fair and prompt in paying wages (James 5:4)

(8)		If it doesn’t violate the moral will of God, vocational change or advancement may be taken (1 Cor. 7:21)

B.	The way of wisdom: How can I bring the most glory to God?
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(1)		The question the believer should ask is:
	-Given my aptitudes, abilities, gifts, desires, and opportunities, which vocation would
offer the greatest potential for service to the Lord and my obedience to His moral will?
  -How can I best serve the Lord with my gifts and abilities?

(2)		SHAPE	When these all align they will often point in a certain direction.
	a. Spiritual gifts
	b. Heart
	c. Abilities
	d. Personality
	e. Experiences		

C.	How to Make a Wise Decision  (level 3 decision)
Let’s say I want to be a guidance counselor.
(1)		Ask God for wisdom: pray
(2)		What does the Word have to say about it? (Commands and principles)
(3)		Do outside research
(a)	What education do I need?
(b)	What does a guidance counselor do?
(c)	What skills or aptitudes are necessary?
(d)	How marketable is this position?

(4)		Seek counsel
(a)	Spend time with a guidance counselor and ask them questions about their job.  What they like and don’t like, etc.
(b)	Ask others if they think this is a good fit for me
(5)		Tell my personal story about becoming a youth pastor

Planning is not condemned, but self-sufficient pride is.


CONCLUSION

“The Bible does not provide a map for life – only a compass.”  Haddon Robinson

To make good decisions, we must maintain a close walk with God, obey His revealed will, and seek the way of wisdom for God’s glory.

Small group questions
1. What are the steps that were shared about how to make a godly decision?
2. What do you do if you don’t know where to look in the bible to find the issue that you are dealing with? www.gotquestions.org
3. If the bible doesn’t forbid something you have freedom to make a wise choice. What questions should you ask yourself to make a wise decision?
4. What questions do you have about God’s will and making decisions?
