 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

“THE WISE & THE FOOLISH”

Matthew 7:24-27

Review


At the fall retreat we talked about experiencing God. We said that to experience God you first have to know Him. We watched a DVD that helped us see that we serve a BIG God. One who can speak words and create universes. One who knows every star in the universe by name.


We then said to know God is to love God. When we realize the extent of God’s love for us in Christ, how can we not respond in love. 1 John 4:19 “We love God because he first loved us.”


We then saw that to love God is to obey God. How can we say we love God and not do what he commands? Besides the fact that his commands are always out of love for us and are what is best for us. We looked at Peter who obeyed Jesus and got out of the boat and had an experience with God that was amazing. 

The first Wednesday of each month we want you to set some goals to help you grow in your relationship with God. We call it your Growth Plan. You can set goals in your relationship with God, yourself, or others. 

One of the take aways from the retreat is that it is not enough just to know about God but we need to do what he says out of love for Him. You were challenged at the retreat to take some action for God. Have you done that? 

Tonight we are going to see how obedience to God’s Word is the foundation of life.
INTRODUCTION:

Upon what in this life can you build your life, so that it will be secure?

(Hard Work, money, talents, good looks, intelligence, other people)
I.
The Strength of the Foundation Determines the Quality of Life

Have any of you ever watched  a building implosion?


Let’s watch the implosion of the Sands Casino in Atlantic City.  How did they do it?


Read Matt. 7:24-27

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”

A.
How many foundations does Jesus talk about?  (two)


Build our lives on the foundation of: God or self?

Col. 1:13
When I worked in Minneapolis, they built a highrise building, and I remember how big the hole was they dug before they began.  Why?  Without a solid foundation, there is no stability.


B.
The Immovability of the Rock



1)
When we anchor our lives in Christ, we find strength and surety



2)
There is only one foundation to build on for salvation



     1 Cor. 3:11.  

“For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.”



3)  We must build our lives on Jesus.



     Eph. 2:20


“Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.”

C.
The Lastability of the Sand



1)
It is easier to build on sand; cheaper; don’t have to dig.   “Take the way that seems best to us.”



2)
When we build our lives on: friendship, fashion, beauty (inner beauty is from the Lord), positive thinking, or emotions, we set ourselves up to fall


3)
I one time camped on a sandy beach when I was in boy scouts. The stakes did almost nothing to hold up our tent.
II.
The Storms of Life Reveal the Quality of the Foundation


A.
Imagine looking at two beautiful homes.  From the outside, they both look good.  You can’t decide which one to buy, so you decide to wait.   During the weekend, an earthquake hits.  The next day, you go to look at the houses, and one is gone.  They both looked the same on the outside, but only one had a foundation driven into the bedrock deep below.  The storm revealed reality.

B.
People look good on the outside until the storms of life come.  Then you find out what is going on underneath. Then you find out what they are really made of and what their true foundation for life is. 

C.
Everyone goes through storms 



1 Peter 4:12

“Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.”


D.
When you became a Christian, did God promise to spare you from storms?

Jesus is not our escape from storms, but our stronghold in the storm.  If our lives are built on Him, they will survive; if they are built on the externals, they will fall apart in the storms.

III.
The Secret of the Foundation is Obedience to Christ

A.
If you hear God’s Word and obey, you are wise



The idea of being a doer emphasizes not just what we do but who we are. 
For example, we aren’t Christians because we obey God’s Word, but we obey God’s word because we are Christians.



If you obey God’s word for the right reasons you are wise. Do you want to be wise?

B.
If you hear God’s Word and don’t do anything, you are a fool




Notice it doesn’t say you even need to do something bad, you just need to do nothing with God’s word- Ignore what God has told you to do.

C.
It is not that we are saved by works, but that true faith is always demonstrated by works

D. 
I want us to think about obedience to God’s Word for a minute. 



1. Notice in the is passage that both men are busy with activity. Both men are building.



2. Notice that both men’s outward actions look the same. 



3. But this passage tells us that there is something more foundational going on. 



4. I want us to consider the context of the verses that we just read. In Matt. 7:24 it said, “Therefore.” This refers back to the previous verses.



Matt. 7:21-23


“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’”



5. Notice these verses describe many who were religious, and it says that they prophecied, they drove out demons, and did miracles, but Jesus said, “I never knew you” and calls them 
“evil doers.”


That doesn’t mean that Jesus doesn’t know who they are. 


It means that they didn’t have a relationship with Christ. 

Remember we said, “to know” in the bible was more than just intellectual understanding but was a relationship.


Jesus is trying to tell us, that external behavior in and of itself is not enough.



 It is what is going on beneath the surface. 




 It is what is going on in the heart. 




 It is why you are doing the activity. 

Is it to please God and obey Him or is it for some other motive?



We can do all kinds of good works, but if not motivated with a right heart, it has no spiritual value. 

E. 
Too often we think that because you can’t see the foundation, that it is not important.  We so easily let our time with the Lord go and think no one will notice.  When we do that, there is no depth to our relationship to take us through the storm.


F.
How would you summarize what it means to build your life on the foundation of the Kingdom of God?   the Kingdom of Darkness?  Col. 1;13

G.
What is the difference between hearing God’s Word and obeying God’s Word?

H.
James 1:22-25


“ Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.”



1)
How does deception play a role in a person hearing the Word but not obeying it? v22



They think they have a solid foundation, but they don’t.




The person who is ok with hearing God’s Word but has no desire to obey God’s Word is deceived. They are pretenders. A person with this attitude thinks they belong to God, but in reality they don’t.  That is why James 2:26 says, 




        “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead.”




We aren’t saved by works, but our faith is evidenced by works.





2)
How can the “law give freedom”?  James 1:25



When we live according to the design and purpose for which God created us we are blessed and experience freedom.



3)
How has God’s Word brought you freedom that you didn’t have before you were a Christian? (freedom from sin, freedom from negative consequences, freedom to do right, freedom to enjoy healthy relationships, freedom to enjoy God)
CONCLUSION

So do you attempt to apply God’s Word to your life or are you content to just know what it says?

When you go home from youth group or church, having been convicted about something you need to change, do you?  Or do you just forget about it?

Do you want to be blessed of God?  
James 1:25 says that only the man who practices God’s Word is blessed.  
Matt. 7:24 Jesus says that only the man who hears and puts God’s Word into practice is wise.

 Only this man is going to be prepared to go through the storms of life.  If we don’t obey God when it is easy, how will we respond when it may feel difficult to trust God?  (i.e. the storms of life?)
What areas of your life do you know what God wants but you have been putting it off? Why not commit tonight to do what you know God wants you to do, not to be accepted by God, but because you already are. 

As you go to your small groups and think about your Growth Plan, in what areas do you need to not just be hearers of God’s Word, but doers? In what areas do you need to have more than good intentions and obey?
Small group questions.

1. When you have questions about life (what you should or shouldn’t do) where is the first place you turn?
2. What place should Gods’ Word have in your life? Why?

3. Why is obedience to God’s Word so important?

4. Where would you say you are with this idea of “knowing and doing”?

5. Are there things in your life that you know God wants you to do but you are not doing them? Why is that? What does that say about your relationship with God? (James 4:17)

6. What goal will you set this month as part of your Growth Plan to help you grow in your relationship with God? (A good goal is doable- within your control, realistic, and measurable)
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