Living Intentionally (Purposefully)

Review
	Last time we asked the question, “Does life have a purpose?” If so, “What is Life’s purpose?” We answered that question by saying that God as our Creator, created us for a reason. He created us for a relationship with Him and the purpose of our lives is to glorify God- to make much of Him.

Intro.
	This morning we want to look at another aspect of “living on purpose.” That we need to live our lives intentionally or purposefully. 
	If the purpose of our lives is to glorify God, then when we get out of bed each day we need to live intentional lives to do that.
	What does it mean to live intentionally?
		It means to live deliberately. It means living with a full awareness of the goal in mind.
	But how often do we live our lives without intention or initiative?
When problems arrive instead of seeking a solution, we just complain about how unfair the world is and blame others for our problems. 

	So we are going to take a look at what the Bible says about not living intentionally and then consider what would have to be true to live with purpose and intention. 

I. Living without initiative or intention
	A. “Someday, some way”
		1. This person says to themselves that some day they will make changes in their life. 
		2. Some day they will get serious about their relationship with God but right now they have lots of time and it doesn’t really matter.
		3. The natural slide in life is to drift and go downward.
		4. If you ever want to reach the peak of the mountain and take in the beautiful views it is going to take action and work.

	B. Definition of a sluggard.
		1. Proverbs calls a person who has no ambition, initiative, or intentionality a sluggard.
		2. What’s a slug?
			It is a slimy, snail like creature that has no shell.
		3. imagine it going along slowly, on a purposeless journey and bumps into a pebble and comes to a complete stop.
		4. Another word for a sluggard is “lazy”.



		5. Proverbs 6:9-11 describes a sluggard.
“How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep?
10 A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest—
11 and poverty will come on you like a thief, and scarcity like an armed man.”

	C. Characteristics of the progression of one with no intentionality:
		1. Procrastination 
			a. “I’ll do it later.”
			b. “Why do today what you can do tomorrow.”
			c. This person is acting in a sluggish way. 
			d. My oldest brother is Scott. He is really intelligent, but he tends to procrastinate. When he was in youth group he did a scholarship program similar to the one we have. He procrastinated and  did all his quiet times for the entire year in two days and turned it in to the mailbox of the youth sponsor right  before midnight of the day it was due.
			When he was in college he would do all his term papers the last week of school so often that meant he would turn some of them in a day or two late. He would get an “A” on the paper and then be docked a letter grade for each day late so he would often get a “C” on an “A” paper. Why? Because he procrastinated. 
			e. How many of you tend to procrastinate?

		2. Making Excuses
			a. Let’s say you have a responsibility you did not complete yesterday and you are going to have to work on it today.
			b. A responsible worker would pray and ask God for strength and think about creative ways they could fulfill that responsibility as efficiently as possible. 
			c. Or they could make excuses for not facing the challenge or accepting the responsibility. 
			d. Proverbs 22:13 
“The sluggard says, “There’s a lion outside!  I’ll be killed in the public square!”

				(1) the worker comes up with an excuse to not go to work. it is a pretty creative excuse and even if it is true what should the worker do?
				(2) He should join the lion hunt but no, he might get hurt.
				(3) How long is he going to use that as an excuse because even if you can’t see the lion he might still be there. 
			e. One of the reasons that we make excuses is because we are afraid of failing. Think about Peter walking on the water. What if he had allowed his fears to hold him back, he would never have gotten out of the boat. 
			You could also argue that he did fail and began to sink because he got his eyes off of the Lord. But did any of the other disciples walk on the water? No, only Peter. 
			So we need to be careful not make excuses as to why we can’t do what God wants.


		3. The 9-out-of-10 club
			a. Most of us say, “I’m not a sluggard, I am way too busy.  That is my problem.”
			b. But that doesn’t mean you can’t be a “selective sluggard.”
			c. This is where we are lazy or inactive in areas of our lives we think are seemingly insignificant. 
			d. This is the student who is succeeding athletically but failing their classes, not because they don’t understand, but because they aren’t trying.
			e. This is the person who works hard at work all day but is lazy at home.
			f. This is the person who says they want a deeper relationship with God, but is not willing to spend time in God’s Word. 
			g. This is the person who has time for sports all week but no time for church on Sunday.

II. Learning from the “way of the ant.”
		Read Proverbs 6:6-8
“Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise!
7 It has no commander, no overseer or ruler,
8 yet it stores its provisions in summer and gathers its food at harvest.”

	A. Proverbs contrasts the way of the sluggard with the way of the ant.
	B. You want to learn initiative? Intentionality? Diligence? Proverbs is telling us to look at ants.
	C. Motivation
		1. The ant knows if you need external motivation to get the job done, you’re in trouble
		2. If you have to depend on a boss, teacher, police officer, or parent to keep you moving and doing right what happens when there is no one looking?
		3. When I was in Tunisia, a Moslem country, I was amazed that unless there was a police officer at a traffic light they would just drive right through it but if a police officer was standing at the light they would stop. Their only motivation to obey the light was external.
		4. Integrity is defined as being the same person when people are watching you as when you are alone. If you only do right because you think people will find out about it you only have external motivation.
		5. The goal for the ant is “food, food, food.” If it doesn’t store up now it won’t have food to eat later. 
		6. The ant keeps this goal in mind all the time and this goal motivates them. 
		7. For Christians, the goal is to please God. This should motivate us whether we are alone or not. 
		8. 1 Cor. 10:31
“For whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.”

	D. Consider the future
		1. The ant has a plan and determines what needs to get done.
		2. It looks to the future and allows that to self-motivate them. 
		3. Scriptures tell us as believers we will one day stand before God to be rewarded for how we have used our time.
		4. Col. 3:23-24
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”

III. Making the most of every opportunity 
	In Eph. 1-3 Paul shares with the Ephesian believers the good news of the gospel- that our sins have separated us from a holy God and Jesus died in our place to take the penalty of our sins so that we can be forgiven and enter into a relationship with God.
	Then in Eph. 4-6 Paul shares some of the implications for how we should now live as Christians.

	Read Eph. 5:15-17		
“Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is.”

	A. What does it mean to make the most of every opportunity?
		1. Time is a gift from God and we all get the same amount each day.
		2. You can’t store up time, you can only use it. 
		3. So how is Paul telling us to use our time?
			a. “Not as unwise”- not as fools
					 How do fools use their time?
				(1) they waste their time doing things that don’t really matter, that won’t make a difference for eternity.
				(2) they do things that they shouldn’t do- like watch inappropriate movies or playing inappropriate video games
				(3) just living for themselves.
			b. “But as wise”
					How do wise people use their time?
				(1) They don’t just spend their time, the invest their time.
				(2) What were the priorities of Jesus? 
					He loved God and people and wanted all people to know God. Lk 4:43
	 			He served others Mk. 10:45
				(3) The reality is we want to do our best no matter what we are doing to be pleasing to God.

Conclusion
	Last night we said we were created for a purpose- to glorify God in everything we do.
Today we said one way to do that is to live our lives purposefully, with intention
Figure out what pleases God and then set out to do that.

Application 
	What things do you need to stop procrastinating and making excuses about and start doing because you know it would be a good use of your time and be pleasing to God?

James 4:17 “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.”
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