 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1THE GRACE OF GOD
Intro How would you define grace?                                                                          

God’s unmerited favor. God’s Riches at Christ’s expense                                           

Mercy- not receiving what we deserve    Grace- receiving what we do not deserve

I.
Four Foundational Truths to be Understood Before You Can Understand Grace


A.
The Moral Depravity of Man

Man is a creature that has fallen from God’s image, rebels against God’s rule, is guilty and unclean in God’s sight, and is fit for God’s condemnation.  (Romans 3:10-19)


B.
Man is Spiritually Bankrupt

There is absolutely nothing man can do of his own merits to win God’s favor or earn His way to a right relationship with God.  (Romans 3:20, Isaiah 64:6)


C. 
The Retributive Justice of God

God is His justice must and will punish all sin because He is the Holy Judge.  (1 Peter 1:15-17).


D.
The Sovereign Freedom of God

God is not obligated to man in any way.  God does not depend on human creatures for his well being (Psalm 50:8-13; Acts 17:25).  If He acts kindly to us, it is by His free choice.

II.
Three Different Aspects of Grace


A.
Grace as the Source of Pardon for Sin



1) 
Justification: takes place the moment a person places their trust in Christ as Savior.




Justification doesn’t change what we have done. But it changes how God looks at 




us. It changes our status. Defn: to legally be declared as righteous.

2) 
Justification transfers a person from the status of a condemned criminal awaiting a terrible sentence to that of an heir awaiting a fabulous inheritance.



3)
Justification is only possible as a result of God’s grace. It was God’s free decision to sacrifice His Son so we might have a relationship with Him.  (Romans 3:24-25; Titus 3:7, Ephesians 1:7). 



B.
Grace as the motive of the plan of salvation



1)
Pardon is the heart of the gospel, but not the whole doctrine of grace.  Grace is involved in every step along the process of taking a depraved person and making them a glorified person in heaven some day.  (Ephesians 1:3-2:10)



2)
The process involves election, predestination to sonship (vs 4-5), redemption and remission of sins (vs 7), hope of glorification (vs 11-12), and involves the power of God in enabling us to live the live we have been called to (1:19, 2:10).


C.
Grace as the guarantee of the perseverance of the saints

We come to faith by grace and we are kept by grace, so that we don’t have to fear that my faith may fail, (1 Peter 1:5).



III.
A Proper Response


A.
The grace of God is love freely shown toward guilty sinners, contrary to their merit.  It is God showing goodness to persons who deserve only severity and have no reason to expect otherwise. Grace is our Judge becoming our Savior.


B.
Grace and salvation belong as cause and effect.  Grace is the cause and the effect is our salvation (Ephesians 2:5,8).


C.
We must response with gratitude that will move us to strive to do as God requires (Titus 2:11-12, 14, Ephesians 2:10).



